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An Accessible House for Gabriel

Isn’t it amazing how one moment in time can completely change a per-
son’s and/or a family’s life? Casey Peters has had that such moment.
On June 24, 2000, she got a call telling her that her husband and two
year old son were in a very bad accident and that they were flying her
son to Wesley Medical Center.

Earlier that day, her husband had taken Gabriel to a monster truck show
at the Kansas State Fair Grounds. Afterward, as they were crossing
Plum Street at the crosswalk, a car didn't see them and her husband was
hit on his right side, knocking Gabriel out of his arms, landing on his
head.

“When the paramedics came he (Gabriel) wasn't alive. They worked on
him in the street until they got a faint pulse,” said Casey. He was air
lifted to Wichita, while she and five month old Brook drove to Wichita to
be with Gabriel.

Gabriel was in Wesley Medical Center for a
month and a half and then moved to Chil-

Casey, Gabriel and Brook
in front of their new house

“When the paramed- |dren’s Mercy Hospital in Kansas City for another month and a half.
ics came he (Gabriel) “The first five days when Gabriel was in Wesley, the doctors told me
wasn't alive...” that they didn't know if he would make it through the next night. But

~ Casey Peters ~

look, it has been almost six years since the accident.”

After he got out of Children’s Mercy Hospital, Casey and the boys
moved to New Orleans so Gabriel could have treatments in a hyper-

baric chamber twice a day. The treatment has been known to
stimulate brain activity. She feels that it has done some good.
At first he wouldn't even look around, but now he does. The
treatments lasted a month. During their time in New Orleans,
Casey could not find an affordable apartment and the apart-
ment she did find was an upstairs apartment in a very poor part
of town. So everyday, she was carrying baby Brook and pulling
Gabriel up in his wheelchair.

Looking Forward...

In their current house, Gabriel's bed is in the dining room and it
is very difficult to try to get him into the bathtub. Casey also

323 W Main, Arlington

has difficulty getting him into the basement when there are severe storms.

IHS is currently finishing construction on a house at 323 W. Main in Arlington, and Casey will be
moving in around June 1. The house is fully accessible with a large bathroom, wide hall and a
room for Gabriel. The house also has a fully incased concrete room as a storm shelter. The

home was made possible through a grant from the Kansas Housing

Open House! Resource Corporation and the Hutchinson Correctional Facility.

We will be having an open | Gabriel is now eight years old and he goes to Arlington Grade School.
house at 323 W Main, Ar- | Ha also participates in the Reins of Hope Program. He has had some

lington, Thursday, May 25th
from 4pm to 6pm

mission for.

health set backs but he is an incredible little boy that God still has a

IHS MISSION STATEMENT:

Interfaith Housing Services shall develop, promoé&d implemen

programs which assist persons of low to moderateoimes in Reno County to meet their housing neefls.




TECH will have a dedication of the Buchanan Duplex Garden to our Reno
County Legislators on Thursday, April 20, 2006, 1pm at 1210 W 9th.

If you would like more information about the dedication, please contact

Marcy Kauffman at 620-663-1596.

It is spring time, which means it is planting season! A crew
» of ten volunteers from TECH were out Tuesday, April 11,
& planting trees, flowers and bushes at the new duplex at
901 Buchanan/1210 W 9th and 1230 W 9th (The Sun-
flower House). Bornholt Plantland donated five trees and
provided a landscaping design that will be eye pleasing.

Two of the five trees that
were donated from Born-
holt Plantland

Interfaith Housing Services was awarded the 2005 TECH Outstanding
Community Partnership Award for partnering with TECH in their efforts
to help individuals with disabilities live full and productive lives in their
affordable and accessible homes. Thanks to this partnership, 21 per-
sons served by TECH get to or will be moving into brand new housing
with the building of the EIm Duplex, Star Duplex, Sunflower House, and
the Buchanan Duplex. Also due to the partnership four people live in a

quiet country setting at
59th Estate, and five
other individuals have
affordable housing in

John Scott accepted the Interfaith owned homes

“It is with deep gratitude that TECH awards
Interfaith Housing Services with the TECH
Partnership Award. Thank you for your
commitment to the people of Reno County!”
award on behalf of IHS and apartments. -Brenda Maxey, President/CEO, TECH, Inc.

IHS is excited to welcome two new faces to the

Board. Jan Klusener and Nerma Seeney were ele
to the Board in February. Jan works at Child Qan&s and is very
involved with her children who are in the Nickersatool system.
Welcome Jan!

Nerma is involved with her family and provides
child care at local churches and care to other ind
viduals within the community. Nerma has served on
the IHS Board in the past, so we are excited te wel

come her back. |

IHS Board of Directors
Officers
Virginia LaForce Chairperson
Steve Dechanyice-Chairperson
RC SchlatterSecretary
Joyce Dick,Treasurer
cted
Members at Large
Carol Carr
Jan Klusener
Lew Pearce
Doug Rice
Helen Rosenblad
Nerma Seeney
Steve Showalter
Tim Soule

Jim Unruh

Farewell Ranay...

It is with mixed feelings that IHS says good-bye to Randy Parks.
cepted a position as senior pastor at Faith Baptist Church in Farmington, Mis-
souri. We are very excited for Randy since the ministry is his calling, but we will
certainly miss having him around IHS. His skills with maintaining and repairing
our rental units and his sense of humor will be hard to replace. Good luck

Randy and Mickey!

IHS is looking for an individual to fill the vacancy left by Randy.

Lisa Ward
Michele Ward

Randy has ac-

If you or someone you know has

the knowledge to perform repairs to homes, help with new construction as needed, and the ability
to work with volunteers, please fill out an application at our office, 1326 E. Avenue A.

This newsletter is published by Interfaith HousBeyvices, Inc. for the clients, staff, board merslzerd friends of IHS.

Publisher: John Scott, President/CEO
Co-Editors: Judy Dickinson, Janell Mendenhall &dé&n Miller




Marathon 2006
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Our volunteers would agree that you missed a wioblef fun helping with
this event! Each one enjoyed driving around oolaaart in the fresh air and
sunshine at Prairie Dunes, while meeting the neétl®e dedicated golfers.
We must thank Hap & Donna Walters, Sylvia Griggdyd Rodman, Dolores
Scott, Chuck Conners, and Brett Mattison for givingir precious time to help
bring the event together.
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SPONSORS MAKE A DIFFERENCEI

Sponsors make a difference in any event and

these sponsors make an even bigger difference Elliott Insurance Management
than usual because they are major players in im- Craig Barkley Plumbing
proving the lives of the clients we serve. On be- The Hutchinson News

half of our clients, our staff and our Board of Di- Gary’s Air Conditioning & Heating

rectors we honor and thank them!

Budget Blinds
) Hutchinson Plumbing
J & J Drainage Products Eaton Corporation

Gaylon Miller Agency-American Family Ins.

Apple Lane Animal Hospital Becker Construction
Decker & Mattison Grossardt & Gilbert
. ) . McDonalds — ¥ Street Div.
First National Bank of Hutchinson Schendel Pest Control

Miller Home Builders, Inc.

Help Feed These Hungry Volunteers!
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VOLUNTEERS ARE BLESSINGS

Volunteers have a helping hand to lend,
They don’t know how much on them we depend!
The more time they spend, we become good friends
They mean more to us than words can commend!

Teens to seniors share the time each could spend
For themselves following the latest trends,
But instead they come to sweetly extend
A caring outreach that’s love’s special blend.

Some grab a paint brush, others use a pen,
Some use a saw, one helps in the kitchen,
Some use golf clubs, some shotguns, there’s no end

To the variety shared by these friends.

Volunteers mean the project can begin!
The fundraising efforts spell success again!
And prayer partners’ prayers bring joy heaven sent
Because God's blessings make a difference. 2
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National Volunteer Week
April 23-29

Words of Love by Judy
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,V‘ JOIN HANDS WITH US TO HELP OTHERS

: PLEASE CHECK ONE

I PLEASE ACCEPT MY ENCLOSED DONATION OF $ I WANT TO BECOME ANIHS COMMUNITY

I | WOULD LIKE INFORMATION ABOUT CONTRIBUTIONS PARTNER BY VOLUNTEERING TO:

| BY MONTHLY DIRECT DEPOSIT. __ lLeadaproject _ Help with rehab wc
| PLEASE KEEP MY GIFT ANONYMOUS AND GIVE NO ______ Help with fund raising events. __ Otht
I PUBLIC RECOGNITION BY NAME

|

| | WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A DONATION OF $ By Name

| USING MY VISA CREDIT CARD #:

I Address

. _ - = .

| Exp date City, St, Zip

|

| Signature Phone Number

|

I




