
IHS MISSION STATEMENT: Interfaith Housing Services shall develop, promote and implement 
programs which assist persons of low to moderate incomes in Reno County to meet their housing needs. 
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This newsletter is published by Interfaith Housing Services, Inc. for the clients, staff, board members and friends of IHS.  
Publisher:  John Scott, President/CEO 
Co-Editors:   Judy Dickinson, Janell Mendenhall & Megan Miller 

48 Homeowner Occupied Repair and Rehabilitation Projects in 2005 
At the beginning of 2005, we had over 50 applications from homeowners throughout Reno County who 
needed critical help with their homes.  Many had leaking roofs, no heat or water, collapsed sewer lines, 
peeling paint, and a host of other problems.  Thanks to a grant from the City of Hutchinson for $20,000, a 
grant from the Reno County Department of Aging for another $20,000, a grant from Federal Home Loan 
Bank of Topeka ($135,000 over three years), and $35,000 from the Emergency Repair Program from The 
Kansas Housing Resource Corporation, we were able to raise over $106,000 in private donations and 
small grants to provide assistance to 48 of these projects.  This is the most that IHS has ever done in one 
year and we could not have done it without the help from the City and County.   Since the City funds 
were allocated to our operating costs, it allowed us to also effectively use another $300,000 grant for the 
construction of a three-bedroom duplex and a three bedroom single family house.  That construction grant 
did not have enough funding allocated for operating costs to completely with grant guidelines.  The City 
funding made it possible for us to accomplish all these projects.   We are very proud that we were able to 
stretch our local support to such lengths.  That is a $10,000 to $1 match - not a bad investment if we do 
say so ourselves.   
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2006 Board of Directors 
After 11 years of service to IHS through the Board of Directors, Bob Hodgkinson is step-
ping down.  His knowledge and input has been invaluable and his sense of humor will be 
missed.  We do want to welcome Carol Carr to the Board of Directors though.  She has 
been serving on the IHS Ambassadors and on a committee for the last year.  She is the 
branch manager at First National Bank on 17th Street. 

Board Officers for 2006 are: 
Chairperson – Virginia LaForce, Vice Chairperson – Steve Dechant, Secretary – RC Schlatter, Treasurer 
– Joyce Dick.  Other Board Members include RaMona Larson, Lew Pearce, Doug Rice, Helen Rosenblad, 
Steve Showalter, Tim Soule, Jim Unruh, Lisa Ward and Michele Wilbur. 

Bob Hodgkinson 
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As many of you know a couple years ago we established an endowment fund that we hope at 
some point will provide income for the basic operating cost of Interfaith Housing Services.  
Many of you have seen the value of this endowment fund and have made contributions specifi-
cally to it.  I am pleased to report that that fund has now grown to over $31,778 in just over a 
year and a half.  We have a long way to go, but this is a wonderful start and we thank you for 
considering our endowment fund in your will and estate planning. 
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Carden, with the mailbox he crafted 
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PLEASE CHECK ONE 
_____  PLEASE ACCEPT MY ENCLOSED DONATION OF $________ 
_____ I WOULD LIKE  INFORMATION ABOUT CONTRIBUTIONS 
 BY  MONTHLY DIRECT DEPOSIT. 
_____ PLEASE  KEEP MY GIFT ANONYMOUS AND GIVE NO  
 PUBLIC RECOGNITION BY NAME 
  
_____   I WOULD LIKE TO  MAKE  A DONATION OF $________ BY  
 USING MY VISA CREDIT CARD #: 
 
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __      ____________ 
           Exp date 
 ______________________________________________________ 
   Signature 

I WANT TO BECOME AN IHS COMMUNITY 
PARTNER BY VOLUNTEERING TO: 

_____ Lead a project    _____ Help with rehab work 
_____ Help with fund raising events.  _____ Other  

JOIN HANDS WITH US TO HELP OTHERS 

NON PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT #58 

 
HUTCHINSON, KS 67501 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Name 
________________________________________________ 
Address 
________________________________________________ 
City, St, Zip 
________________________________________________ 
Phone Number 
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Christmas Bells 
 

 In Exodus twenty-nine scripture tells 
That God ordained some priestly personnel. 

Special garments were adorned with gold bells 
And some colored pomegranates as well. 

 
 The priest was announced by the jingling bells 

And served as God planned, where He chose to dwell; 
In the tabernacle and temple as well, 

Belled garments were passed down, tradition held. 
 

 Through the years, Christians have used ringing bells 
In church steeples so folks would feel compelled 

To come hear the good news they had to tell, 
And make joyful noise to the Lord as well. 

 
 So ornaments are shaped like Christmas Bells. 

The bell choirs sound their musical bells; 
At ringing out the good news they excel: 

Our Savior’s birth, mission and love unquelled! 
 

 Through traditional carols and ringing of bells 
We’re reminded that in His presence we dwell. 

‘Tis the greatest story we must retell 
As we wish loved ones a Happy Noel! 
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Please read Exodus 28:33 and Chapter 29 


