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November 2007 

IHS MISSION STATEMENT: Interfaith Housing Services shall develop, promote and implement 
programs which assist persons of low to moderate incomes in Reno County to meet their housing needs. 
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Throughout my life, I've seen the difference that v olunteering efforts can 
make in people's lives. I know the personal value o f service as a local 
volunteer.                                                                     Jimmy Carter 

          Over the years, Interfaith Housing Services has experienced first hand the 
difference that volunteering makes in people’s lives. All that we accomplish is 
thanks to volunteers who give their time and energy to help others. There are a 
great  many housing needs in our community and IHS simply does not have the 
resources, staff or funds to meet them all.  
     �

�
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          One need that is becoming more prevalent is assistance for elderly members of the community.  
Fortunately many individuals are remaining in their homes longer but they often need help with simple tasks 
such as changing light bulbs, cleaning out gutters, perhaps replacing a screen or any number of other fairly 
easy chores. While these jobs do not require a great deal of time or any specialized training, they do require 
someone willing to help.   
          IHS envisions a completely voluntary program, managed by volunteers and staffed by volunteers. We 
would provide office space and a computer for any individual or group wanting to supervise the Helping  
Elderly Repair Opportunity (HERO). The program could, however, also be managed from one’s own home or 
office.  
          The planned concept is that an elderly individual needing assistance could call or email a request to 
HERO at IHS where a voluntary director would then find a volunteer or volunteers to go to the individual’s 
home and provide the necessary help. There are no income guidelines or restrictions to this program. It would 
be open to anyone over the age of 65 needing assistance. If that individual wishes to make a free-will dona-
tion to IHS it certainly would be appreciated but definitely not expected.  
         Please contact me at 620.662.8370 or jscott@IHS-Housing.org for more information about becoming a 
hero and directing the HERO program. This is an excellent outreach ministry for a church or church group. 
Prayerfully consider getting involved and discover as President Carter and so many others have “the personal 
value of service as a local volunteer.” 
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LOG ON AND CHECK-OUT 
the newly designed 

IHS website  

www.ihs-housing.org 

Special thanks to Sanford Yoder, Sanford Computer Works,  
for all his help and expertise on this project. 
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This newsletter is published by Interfaith Housing Services, Inc. for the clients, staff, board members and friends of IHS. 
Publisher: John Scott, President/CEO                                                            Editor: Lorna Moore 
 

                                IHS NEEDS A 
   VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR   

  
        We are currently looking for a volunteer to act as a Volunteer Coor-

dinator for our Homeowner Repair and Rehab Program. Before volunteers actually go to the site and begin working, a 
number of administrative procedures are necessary. A Volunteer Coordinator, helping with the planning process, would 
provide a great service to IHS. (After reading the first three sentences, I hope it is clear that this is a voluntary position.) 
The amount of time spent on this project is whatever a person chooses to give. It could be filled by a man or a woman, or 
by a team of people working together.  
        The IHS Projects Coordinator would personally train the Volunteer Coordinator on the following fundamental 
agency procedures. 
 Step 1: When an Application for Assistance is received we review the application and decide if it falls within the 
acceptable guidelines. 
 Step 2: After an application is accepted we follow up with a site visit, making notes on the project and giving it a 
priority number. 
 Step 3: We determine what funding sources are available for use, write a scope of work report and make a cost 
estimate. 
 Step 4: We meet again with the client to approve the scope of work and to sign any necessary papers before we 
begin the actual work on the property. 
        After helping with the application process, the Volunteer Coordinator would then schedule the work with volunteers 
and make necessary preparations of gathering tools and equipment. The coordinator would provide on-site supervision 
as they worked along side the volunteers. Some of our projects lend themselves to individual volunteers or a small group 
of workers while others, such as painting a house or roofing, are best accomplished with volunteer groups. 
        We have a large volunteer base, ranging from individuals that work on an ongoing basis, to local churches that want 
a weekend project. We never work on Sunday.  Every year groups of young people come from other states to work 
three or four days during the week. We have had some really enjoyable experiences. 
        As mentioned, this is a voluntary position. It does not come with a salary or hourly wage, but the benefits in the form 
of appreciation from IHS staff and the clients we serve, are priceless. If you have time to donate and are looking for 
something more satisfying than a paycheck, please consider the position of IHS Volunteer Coordinator. For more infor-
mation, contact:    Steve Winkler, Interfaith Housing Services, 1326 Ea st Avenue A, PO Box 1992, Hutchinson, KS  
67501, 620.662.8370, stevew@ihs-housing.org.  
           

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 
(this is an unpaid position) 

 

 

 

 

September 22 was a beautiful fall day and 70 shooters participated in the IHS Hot Shots 
Event, raising nearly $6000 to help support affordable housing in our community.  A big thanks to 

Kansas Clays and Hunts, all of our corporate sponsors, the committee, the ladies who baked cook-
ies, and all of the volunteers who came out to help with the event. Congratulations to Kansas Clays and 

Hunts, the winning team. Their name was placed on the IHS Hot Shots for Housing Trophy for 2007. 
Watch the website, www.ihs-housing.org for information on the 2008 Hot Shots for Housing Event. 
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FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE... 

 

     ...beginning with the next issue, IHS can email BluePrints to anyone 
requesting that option. Just complete the simple form below and return it in 
the enclosed envelope. We will add you to our database and then as soon as 
the first 2008 issue of BluePrints is ready for the printer, you will receive 
yours by email.  

     Of course this saves IHS some printing and postage expense, but it also benefits you, our friends. Not only 
do you receive your edition before others, your e-mailed BluePrints is in full color. And consider the conven-
ience of sharing IHS and their work with others; it is as simple as clicking the “Forward” key on your toolbar. 
Another important advantage of  electronic mail is that you are doing your part to save trees and protect the 
environment.  

     If you have a computer and get email at home or the office, please consider signing up today to receive 
BluePrints electronically.  

 

     …soon, IHS will provide online event registration. By logging on to the website www.ihs-housing.org and 
clicking on the appropriate pages and links you can register for the Golf Marathon, Hot Shots for Housing or 
to volunteer.  

 

     ...soon IHS will accept online donations. At a secure sight you can make cash donations using your credit 
card. 

 

     We appreciate so much all the help that volunteers, donors and supporters of IHS provide and we want to 
help you in return. If you have an idea for something that would make your service to IHS more convenient, 
please let us know.  

 

______ Yes, please email BluePrints to me at this address— 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
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A LOOK BACK AND A LOOK AHEAD 
 

 Traditionally, IHS has over sixty (60) open Applications for Assistance at any given time. Our goal is to stay 
caught up on applications so when we receive new ones we are able to respond to them in a timely manner. As a result of 
a concentrated effort between the Projects Coordinator and the Programs Coordinator, we started  2007 with only nine-
teen (19) open Applications for Assistance in our Homeowner Repair and Rehab program. This is the lowest number of 
open applications in over fourteen years. 

 Over the last 5 years we received an average of forty-nine (49) new applications each year which made staying 
current quite a challenge. In May of this year, we lost our Programs Coordinator which made that job even more diffi-
cult. The combined effort, however, of a very hard working volunteer and the Projects Coordinator, allowed us to keep 
up the pace reasonably well. Our average number of requests jumped significantly this year and in the first ten (10) 
months of 2007 we received fifty-four (54) new applications. Thirty (30) of those are already completed; those projects 
include wheelchair ramps, bathroom modifications, grab bar installations, furnaces, water heaters, plumbing and sewer 
repairs, new water lines, siding repairs, house painting and new roofs. 

 There are currently forty-three (43) open Applications for Assistance and, by the time you read this article, that 
number will have increased. We are accepting volunteers to help us help those in need. Volunteers are needed on the job 
site and in the office, writing scopes of work, soliciting bids, finding sources of funding, etc. If you can help, please give 
us a call. 

 

 Currently IHS has two rental properties and two single-family dwellings under construction. One house is being 
built specifically for an individual. The other fully accessible, three bedroom home due for completion early in 2008 is a 
first time homebuyer opportunity located at 920 E 10th in Hutchinson. Anyone interested in making this lovely house 
their home can contact John Scott at 620.662.8370 or jscott@ihs-housing.org. 

 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
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WELCOME TO THE IHS STAFF 

 

Tom Trezise 

Construction Foreman 

 

Jon Alexander 

Housing Rehabilitation Specialist 

 

Ben Schmidt 
Mennonite Voluntary Service 

 

Lorna Moore 
Administrative Assistant 
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     On November 8, 2007 Anthony, Kansas  celebrated the groundbreaking of Sunrise 
Ridge Townhomes, a housing complex to accommodate elderly persons in the community 
who meet specific income criteria.  
     These six, 2-bedroom duplexes, located north of Anthony on K-2 at the Christian 
Church on land donated by Visions Unlimited, LLC, are being developed by Messner 
Development of Capital City, Nebraska. Upon completion of the project in the spring of 

2008, Interfaith Housing Services, Inc. will own and manage the complex. IHS is proud to partner with the Harper County Economic 
Development Council and the City of Anthony in making these quality homes available to elderly residents of the community.  

For more information about this and other projects in Harper County, please contact either: 
                                                   Mike Lanie                 John Scott 
                                IHS Harper County Representative            Interfaith Housing Services 
                                                  620.842.6004             620.662.8370 
                                        mikel@IHS-Housing.org               jscott@IHS-Housing.org 

INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT ACCOUNTS 
 Interfaith Housing Services is proud to introduce its newest program for 
residents of Reno, Kingman, Pratt and Harper counties. We are now accepting appli-
cations for Individual Development Accounts. Through this program  qualifying 
individuals or families can save up to $4,000 per year for: 
 *The purchase of a first home *Repairs on an existing home  
 *Post-secondary education  *Specialized training  
 *Small business capitalization 
 Money saved by participants is matched through the IDA program at a rate 
of 2:1. The program goal is to encourage low-income individuals to save and give 
them a tool to help break the bonds of poverty. This is not free money given out to 
anyone who applies. Applicants must meet certain criteria, complete an economic 
literacy course and save money toward a future dream. 
 Interfaith Housing Services was awarded a Tax Credit grant by the Kansas 
Department of Commerce.  In exchange for donations made to IHS for the IDA Pro-
gram, donors receive a 50% Kansas Tax Credit, in other words, 50% of your dona-
tion is like writing a check to the State of Kansas for your 2007 and 2008 income tax 
obligations.  For example, a business donor making a $1,000 donation to IHS would 
receive a $500 Kansas tax credit. This would reduce the donor’s state income tax 
liability by $500. In addition, the donor  receives some federal tax benefits that vary 
with the donor’s effective tax bracket and other individual factors. All proceeds of 
this grant go to fund Individual Development Accounts (IDA). 
 If you are interested in donating to this program and receiving Kansas Tax 
Credits, please contact John Scott at 620.662.8370 or jscott@IHS-Housing.org. 
 If you or someone you know could benefit from this program and would 
like to apply for an IDA, please contact Lorna Moore at 620.662.8370 or  
lornam@IHS-Housing.org. 

 

�����������	


�����
��	


�����	

�
��������	

��������		���	

�����	�
	��	

											����	 
	

	
!"���	#$"���	
��%��"��	
%���%	

���	�&	!"���'	����%"$��$'	��$���	


���	��(�	�	��$��"�$	�$�	
)"*�	�	)"+�	�%��	�,�����	�%�	
)"*��'	�%�	����"*��'	�$�	����	
�+	�,,	���	�,"�$��	-%�	)����,�	
�..���"���	�,,	����	%�,.& 	

	


����	
%�"�����'	
�$���+�"�%	����"$)		

Special Thanks to Megan Miller 

     After 4 years of dedicated and outstanding service , Megan left IHS this month moving to a position that 
gives her more time with her husband, Dustin, and their adorable son, Brody. Megan will be missed by all—
staff, board, volunteers , everyone who worked with her, and especially the editor of this newsletter. Megan, 
thank you for all you did and may God Bless you and your family just as you blessed IHS. 
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Interfaith Housing Services, Inc 
1326 E Ave A/PO Box 1992 
Hutchinson, KS 67504-1992 

NON PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

PERMIT #58 

HUTCHINSON, KS 67501 

PLEASE CHECK ONE 
_____  PLEASE ACCEPT MY ENCLOSED DONATION OF $________ 

_____ I WOULD LIKE  INFORMATION ABOUT CONTRIBUTIONS 
 BY  MONTHLY DIRECT DEPOSIT 

_____ PLEASE  KEEP MY GIFT ANONYMOUS AND GIVE NO 
 PUBLIC RECOGNITION BY NAME  

_____   I WOULD LIKE TO  MAKE  A DONATION OF $________ BY  
 USING MY  
 VISA CREDIT CARD #:  
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __      ____________ 

                 Exp date 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 Signature 

I WANT TO BECOME AN IHS COMMUNITY 
PARTNER BY VOLUNTEERING TO: 

  _____ Lead a project    _____ Help with rehab work 
  _____ Help with fund raising events     _____ Other  

JOIN HANDS WITH US TO HELP OTHERS 

Name 
________________________________________________ 

Address 
________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip 
________________________________________________ 
Phone Number 

2007 IHS Board of Directors 
Officers: 
Steve Dechant, Chairperson, Tim Soule, Vice-Chairperson,  
Robert Hodgkinson, Treasurer 

Members at Large: 
Alan Allenbach,  Connie Busick, Carol Carr, Sondra Kirkpatrick,  
Arlyn Miller, Curtis Mitchell, Doug Rice, Steve Showalter,  Jim Unruh 
and Ex Officio Member, Ed Bible 

This newsletter is published by Interfaith Housing Services, 
Inc. for the clients, staff, board members and friends of IHS.  

Publisher:  John Scott, President/CEO 

Editor:   Lorna Moore 

www.ihs-housing.org 


